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The view on which the preceding reflections are based is as follows: The feeling with which an elementary organ is affected when in action, depends partly upon the character (or quality) of the irritation; we will call this part the sense-impression. A second part of the feeling, on the other hand, may be conceived as determined by the individuality of the organ, being the same for every stimulus and varying only from organ to organ, the degree of variation being inversely proportional to the onto-genetic relationship. This portion of the feeling may be called the space-sensation. Space-sensation can accordingly be produced only when there is some irritation of elementary organs; and every time the same organ or the same complexus of organs is irritated, every time the same concatenation of organs is aroused, the same space-sensation is evoked. We make only the same assumptions here with regard to the elementary organs that we should deem ourselves quite justified in making with respect to isolated individual animals of the same phylogenetic descent but different degrees of affinity.
The prospect is here opened of a phylogenetic and ontogenetic understanding of spatial perception; and after the conditions of the case have been once thoroughly elucidated, a physical and physiological explanation seems possible. I am far from thinking that the explanation here offered is absolutely adequate or exhaustive on all sides; but I am convinced that I have made some approach to the truth by it.ss unnecessary to remark that physiologicalrans.   Page 59.7.
